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ATTORNEY GENERAL — ALLEGATIONS AGAINST POLICE 
Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.25 pm]: This 
morning, when I was speaking on Hon Martin Aldridge’s motion on police, I recounted a little trip down memory 
lane about one of the members of cabinet who has the interests of police as one of the considerations to which they 
must turn their mind. I was speaking about the Attorney General, Hon John Quigley, MLA. In particular, I reminded 
members of an incident in 2008 and the Attorney General’s reckless, irrational, unsubstantiated and intemperate 
allegations that corrupt police were responsible for graffitiing his property. As I mentioned, he claimed that police 
were doing it. There was no evidence of that, of course, but it did get him a headline and allowed him to grandstand 
for a while. The article I was referring to this morning from The West Australian of 14 October 2008 states — 

Union president Mike Dean said he was taking legal advice reluctantly on defamation action against 
Mr Quigley, describing his allegations as reckless. “I am very saddened by his comments. They were 
quite irrational, unwarranted and bizarre,” he said. 

In case members think that I am simply making judgements about him, I will repeat what then Leader of the Opposition 
Eric Ripper said about his colleague at the time. He is reported as saying — 

… he could not support or condone Mr Quigley’s “intemperate and unsubstantiated” allegations. 

But he understood the Mindarie MP’s anger at the cowardly and malicious attack on his family. 

Mr Ripper said he asked Mr Quigley to take a “calmer” approach to the incident and refer any allegations 
about police to the CCC. 

So, there we were. The article continues — 

Mr Quigley said he might quit politics and move interstate to protect his wife Michelle and 20-month old 
daughter Ruby from such attacks. 

Of course, that was a lost opportunity for Western Australia. The articles continues — 

Mr Ripper discouraged him from quitting politics. 

That was another mistake on Mr Ripper’s part. The article continues — 

Police dusted the wall and boat for fingerprints, searched bins for a spray can and talked to nearby residents. 

The police continued their inquiries. One would have thought that that experience would have put a check on the 
Attorney General’s behaviour, but, no, it did not. In Parliament on 27 November that year, he continued in that 
vein, talking about himself. It is fascinating how he talks about corrupt police officers, having made a living 
representing corrupt police officers as a legal practitioner. But now, police officers, apparently corrupt ones, were 
the prime suspects in this act of vandalism. What evidence of that was there? None at all. And if there was any 
doubt, he continued and blamed the government and said that it was not doing enough. He said — 

What word has he — 

The Minister for Police at the time — 

spoken against those criminals who graffitied my house—those mongrels who painted “child molester” 
so that my wife and children would read it in the morning? What word of criticism? 

The then Minister for Police, Hon Rob Johnson, asked — 

Are you accusing police officers of doing that? 

The then shadow Attorney General replied, “Absolutely!” What happened next? On 12 November 2009, an article 
titled “Quigley to police: Sorry” was published in The West Australian. It reads — 

Outspoken Labor frontbencher John Quigley yesterday formally apologised to police and withdrew 
allegations that officers had been responsible for graffiti which was scrawled across the fence of his 
family home last year. 

Mr Quigley, the shadow attorney-general, told State Parliament that police had conducted a thorough 
investigation into the graffiti attack and other incidents and a suspect had been identified. 

He said his family was still being harassed by “criminal elements” and needed police protection. He had 
been distressed after an accusation he was a paedophile was painted on the front wall of his home in 
October last year. 
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“I have had discussions since then with the Commissioner of Police, Karl O’Callaghan. To Mr O’Callaghan 
I have fully retracted my allegations against the police,” he said. 

“It was a genuine mistake made as a victim of crime under enormous stress when my family home was 
under attack. Notwithstanding that, it was a mistake and I unequivocally withdraw what I said and 
apologise.” 

One would have thought that that would put an end to one’s prospects not only in politics, but also as 
a representative of government. But so shallow and brackish is the pond from which the McGowan government 
was looking for cabinet ministers, they made him Attorney General. This is the first law officer of our state. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! I am listening carefully to this debate which touches on very serious 
matters. I do not want cross-chamber yelling. The member with the call can address the Chair rather than antagonising 
others opposite. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: It is not hard to press certain buttons, but that is the sort of minister that the 
McGowan government — 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: That is the sort of standard of a McGowan government minister. It is not surprising 
then when the police might feel that they do not have too many friends in the cabinet. Perhaps he is the best lawyer 
available to the McGowan Labor government. I would have thought that there may be some others, but apparently 
that is the best that the talent scouts working for the newly elected Premier could come up with when they were 
fishing for someone to be the first law officer of the state. If members read any of his abuse in the other place, in 
which he forms judgements about people and attacks them personally, they just have to look at his behaviour to 
see what sort of credence they put on anything that he says. This is the sort of person who has been answering 
questions over the last week and we are supposed to rely on his integrity and veracity in respect of matters that 
involve attacks on the accountability of this government to this Parliament. 

I will get back to the original point of it all. This morning we were debating matters of police and how they feel hard 
done by. I would not be surprised if they felt that they are not being well represented by this McGowan cabinet. 
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